REGISTRATION SERVICE 
3CY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



da: 



IE: ^M^/Jl 



FULL NAME V^g^o.\'d (£tL*^ &cg M S.S. NO. 

(No initials if you can possibly gee fuii aase) 



ADDRESS 



CIT Y <_!/__,< ^d*J-r STAT E FC ZIP COD E S^7 J/ 



DATE OF 3LRI H ?/ 4 A__ (This is important and should be exact) 

APPROXIMATE AGE (To be used ONLY when dace of birth is not known) 

RELIGION NATIONALITY (Citizen of) //^:itt> -S— fl-Tgi 

OCCUPATION -TTjrUS-J'S. ? T-gcK^,C ; a ^ 

EDUCATION QAt.. 

WEIGH T /SS _j_ ' H EIGH T RAC E (T/4 



_jc_ 



-COLOR.. OF-.- BLAIR ~&te^>A C 0L0B,_0F _E__S _ 3>q g c_J ^ 



ANY DISTINGUISHING PHYSICAL CSARACTERSTICS _5V>% t><_ ___ ~ q^ji 
H033IES OR SPECIAL INTERESTS 



MARRIED / / SINGLE / ✓* / NAME OF SPOUSE 

CHILDREN 

(Naae, number, ages, if possible) 
SCOUTING CONNECTIONS : 

UNIT # CITY STATE POSITION DATE REGISTERED DATE RESIGNED 

Chancered Organization U'-\\c^ <_Ws , ~? - ." " ■ ' ' 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION ^ / A - . 

INCIDENT : TYP E DATE F "INCIDENT "RESOLUTION — ^ 

Type Resolution 

l=Scouc Related 1. Internal (only Scouts Know) 

2=Noa-sccuc related 2. Criminal action 

3=hoaosa^uai (not specifically with youth) 3- Court actioa 

4. Probationary status 

5. Reported to state agency 

Check off list of attached docuaeatacion 

■Q Description of iccidencN O 7 £ D 

2. Victin(s) statement 

3. media reports OCT 1 8 1989 

4. Legal proceedings 

5. Offender's s tatenentiOScPH L ANGLIM ^„ cnt , r! », 

6. Official notification of terninacion . »UNt IUuHIUL 

7. Found cuilcy/innccsnc by court 

Cour.cll(fk^/ Signed <^^<~. 

I SCOUT EXECUTIVE 

3S23r-eko-il/3/33 




-MAR i 7 1S33 

/ SCOUT EXECUTIVE P. SiAKON 
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r§A§V FOR FILE 

JUL 13198* 
A. GRAVES 



July 18, 1989 

Mr. Ronnie L. Carroll 
Scout Executive 
CentfaJ-^Xantda Council f -.Ma.«83. ... . 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL ~ SUBJECT: Ronald E. Bell 

Dear Ron: 

Periodically, I follow up on each of our confidential file cases. The only 
thing we are still lacking on this file is the outcome of the legal action. 

If the legal wort has been completed, we would like a newspaper clipping or ' 
court record indicating the final disposition and sentencing. Thanks for your 
help in completing this matter. 

Sincerely, 




Paul Ernst, Oirectoc 
Registration Service 

ag 

cc: Southeast Region 
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^cADY FOR RLE 
OCT I 9 1939 



October 19 , 1989 



tfr. Ronnie -L. Carroll- • _ ~ _ 

Scout Executive 

Central Florida Council, No, 83 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SU8JECT: RONALD EOWIM SELL 



Dear Ren; , .... . _ . 

Thank you for the detailed information sent concerning the above- Scouter 
This case has been reviewed with our attorney and is now on our pennanen 
Confidential File. 

Sincerely/' ~ ■ - 



Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration Service 

aq 



cc: Southeast Region 



"EX=Scout leader pleads 
no contest to charges 



By Kariayne Parker 



OF THS SENTINEL STAfP 



TAVARES — Former 3oy Scout 
leader Ronald Beil of Clermont 
pleaded no contest Friday to two 
charges of performing lewd and 
lascivious acts in the presence of a 
minor. 

As a result of a plea bargain 
, agreement, 3eil will serve 12 
years orTprobau'on, including two 
years under house arrest 

During the house arrest he will 
be required to obtain counseling 
and provide restitution for any 
medical expenses incurred by the 
victim's family. He also will be 
. pTOhibited--fiTO , MD^-iavoiveinent. 
with children. .. ^ 
Under terms~agreea Vpon by 
state ^prosecutor Jerome Major 
and Circuit Judge Earie Peterson 
Jr., 3eil also must pay a S250 pub- 
lic defender Lien and S20 to the 
state Crimes Compensation Fund 
for children. 
Mascotte police arrested Bell 



Oct 1 after they were told he had 
sex with a boy on camping trips 
and at 3eiTs Clermont home. 

He originally was charged with' 
six counts of sexual battery 
against a boy under 11. Those 
charges later were reduced to the 
two counts of performing lewd 
and lascivious acts in the pres- 
ence of a minor. 

Beil was suspended from his 
duties as a Scout leader two days 
after his arrest 

Ron Carroll of Orlando, execu- 
tive director of the Boy Scouts of 
Central Florida, said Beil will nev* 
er be a Scout leader again. 

"I thought they wouid have giv- 
en him a ^tougher sentence/' he 
said - - — " :: " 

Carroll said his Scouting organi- 
zation has changed the way it ac 
cepts Scout leaders because of a 
growing number of cases involv- j 
ing sexually abused children. ' 

For 75 years, the organization 
had relied heavily on the churches 

Please see PLEADS, 7 




PLEADS 



From 1 



or sponsoring groups to find Lead- 
ers of good character. 

! "Before, we automatically ac- 
cepted whoever they suggested," j 
he said. 3ut since last summer/ 
the scouting organization has re- 




quired potential candidates to fill 
out an application requiring a So 
claT Security number, job" history; 
education background, youth 
group affiliations,, convictions, 
drug use information and three 
references. 

Carroll said the application in- 
formation is now checked by po- 
lice agencies and the state Depart- 
ment of Health and Rehabilitative 
Services. 

Carroll said the aDoiication also 



must be .certified by the sponsor- 
ing group and the Boy Scouts of 
Central Florida. 

"We reserve the right to deny 
any application no matter what 
the circumstances/* he said. "We 
always do the best check we can." 

When 3 ell was removed as a 
scout leader, his name was sent to 
3oy Scouts of America office in 
Texas where it was put on a per- 
manent register. 
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l-iarcii 21, 1989 



READY FOR FILE 



MAR I \ im 



Mr ♦ 3.ormia L- Carroll 
Scout Executive 

Cantral Florida Council, No- 33 



SUBJECT: ' 3.0HALD 2ELL 



Dear rtou: 



« 7 e appreciate the information which you sent: us concerning the above nataod 
individual. This is aost helpful and will enable ua Co identify Mr. Sell 
should Lie attaapt registration, in some other location. 

*e vouid like to know If any further legal action has taken place and if there 
has been a conviction. This vlli then give us the necessary information for 
coeapietin^j the file and refusing registration any where in the country. 

Thanks for your help in this natter. 

-Sincerely, 



Paul Ernst, Director 
Ze^iscrntioa Service 

eko 

cc: Southeast Region 
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"4 



LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA 



OHTS * 



AGENCY OKI * 



350700 



DEFENDANT: Last 
8 ELL 



( FELONY ) MISDEMEANOR f - w ^ifflJ£? 3WW " 
TRAFFIC JUVENILE WARRANT/CAWAg ' 



First Mjrfall* 
RONALD ijJKxO 



MAI 



I SL/RO. Box 



f 



STREET ADDRESS: 
SAME 



(If different) » Street 



Rrsidf»n< 



Bnsin 



PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT: Street 
COFFMAN ELECTRONICS 



PLACE OF BIRTH:- 
City ALTON State ILL 



DOB 
07/06/44 



SEX 
MALE 



RACE I 
WHOT 



City CLERMONT 



City SAME 



Residence Type 

1. CHy TJ. Florida f , * 

2. County 4. Otit-o^Stau? V 1 * 



AGENCY CASE NUMBER 
M-88-10-1520 



HOT. 
6-02 



WOT 
155 



Stat<T FLORIDA 



Statq 



SAME 



HAIR 
BROWN 



EYES 
BROWN 



Zip SAME 



OCCUPATION: | 
TELEVISION TECHNICIAN 




VEHICLE TOWED BY: 



N/A 



ARREST DATE AND TIME: (Military) 
10/01 / 88 AT 0740 r 




HOLD VEHICL 



ARREST rX)CATION: 
MASCOTTE POLICE DEPARTMENT 










vi cy 




NCIC 


<:is 




IW4 AlWMM 




'■fi 

D 
•a) 


SEXUAL BATTERY : 1 


6 


N 


N 






794.011(2) 


1 

NONE 


(Y)N 




















JZ 

O 














i • i 

' it 




Y N 




I 












r 


CP 


Y N 




JAIL LOG 



INMATE NUMBER: 



BIN NUMBER: 



DATE Al*D TIME BOOKED: (Military) 
^ ' '/g/V 8^" AT //'V? 



/of 



ATTORNEY: 



NEXT OF KIN: 




M1RANOA &Y 



WARRANTS: Local _ 
NCtCi -\ FCIC 



BOOKING OFFICER: 



TELEPHONE CALL LOG; (Military) 



RELATION* 



HOLD FOR: [ 



IJJpCESSED BY: 



Phone Number 



) 



RELIGION: 

dsn/: 



MARITAL STATUS: 



ADDRESS f 



BONO POSTED ON: 



rroos: 



BOND . 



RETURNABLE TO COURT ON: (Military) 

/ . / _} AT 



BONO B 



BON U . 



RELEASED BY 



TELEPHONE 



INSURANCE COMPANY: 



BOND TYPE: ; 



ROR . 



SURETY. 



DATE h TIME '(Military) 

/' ■/■ AT 



BAIL BOND 



\ CERT 



.CASH 

i 



OTHER 



7=^ — LL,Ajf<y 

I'WWAW.K rAnSR At DAVIT: 



IE. 



fWor»* th*» mtrtcnucncH authority p^r-wnaHy^pprjirrrt DON P. PAGE and PAUL A.ZUTLER ^-ho r*Mn*,rfHty worn, aHr«r*, on ittformatim* 
*m4 h*ll*f. fha* Ihr FIRST ^ !|« y „f ^CTOflER jt IJ» B8 , m LAKE I Cmmty. 

DID * OVER A PERIOD OF MONTHS: -RANGING APPROXIMATELY FROM SOME TIME Ajf JUNE UNTIL APPROXIMATEL Y 
LATE SEPTEMBER ENGAGE IN SEXUAL 'ANAL INTERCORSE AND ORAL SEX WITH j MINOR CHILD UNDER THE 

THE AGE OF ELEVEN IN VARIOUS' 1 LOCATIONS IN THE HASCODHE. GROVELAND. CLERMONT AREA, 

THE DEFENDANT DID TAKE THE VICTDM ON "CAMPING TRIPS " IN THE GRO^ELAND AREA AT WHICH PLACE 

AND TTME HE EN CAG ED THE MTNOR CHILD TN SEXUAL INTERCORSE - H E nrn fffjt tOfYiASTON TAKE THE MTMOR 

CHILD TO HIS HOUSE IN THE CITY OF CLERMONT, FLORIDA lihffiRE HE DID^E^GAG^ THE MINOR CHILD IN 
, , . . 

SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, BOTH OF AN WAL AND ORAL NATURE. ' V_ 



r * 



fMiif ii\aI. r of,** fiu r:iH'i'\* <-f \ n i n«- 
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Mr. Pwoasie L* -Carroll — 
Scout Executive 

Central Florida Council, No. S3 



PERSONAL CONFIDENTIAL 



SUBJECT: RONALD I. BULL 



Dear r^onnie: 

Vfe appreciate the material which you sent us during the nonth of October 
related to the above named individual. At that tine it was indicated that he 
had been charged with sexual battery of a ninor. 

Since several months have passed, we wondered if any nore rrateriai has become 
_ available to you. we would like any copies of newspaper clippings or court 
records which would" further substantiate the. charges. 

*^e are enclosing another confidential record which ve would like to have 
completed so that we can identify Mr. Bell. This will be necessary should he 
attempt to register it some other location with the Boy Scouts of America. 

Thanks for helping to protect the youth of Anerica. 
Sincerely, 



Paul Ernst, director 



Registration Service 



efco 




caure 



cc: 



Southeast H.e: 



igion 
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December 5, 1 S8S 



Fir, Ronnie L. Carroll 
5c out Executive 

Central Florida Council, Ho. 83 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 



SUBJECT; Ronsld i. Bell 



Dear Ronnie: 

We appreciate the notarial send in October concerning the above named 
-individual. We have not heard from you since that time and wondered if 
more information is now available to build our file. 

We are enclosing a Confidential Record -Sheet which we woutd Itice to h«v 
.completed,., so. that- we -may identify Kir. Bell should ne a^uipt^e-ssociati 
the Boy Scouts of America in any other location. 

Thanks for your help in putting together this material. 
Sincerely, 



Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration Service 



cc: Southeast Region 



ag 



Enclosure 



READY ro trrr- 

DEC Qs 1388 
ERIN O-RILEX 
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Continued from Al 

All six incidents listed on the arrest 
. report involved one child. Page said. 
The child was not one of the two 
brothers found at Bell's house when 
police arrested him about 7:30 a.m., 
police said. 

Page, and his investigator Paul 
Zutler, learned of the incidents Fri- 
day and began to search for Bell the 
same night. 

"Yesterday, we were talking to the 
mother of the little victim and right 
away we started investigating the 
situation/* Page said. 

xne cnuc anc motner were inter- 
viewed and then two doctors exam- 
ined the bow 

"He had indeed been molested/' 
Page said, adding that he believes the 
boy had been subjected to oral and 



anal intercourse. 

"We searched for (3ell) with a sta- 
keout yesterday until dark. He didn't 
show up and we found out where he 
lived/ 7 Page said. 3eii was planning 
to pick up a group of boys in Mascotte 
and take them cn an outing when the 
search began. Page said. 

"We believe he had some (children) 
out last night because of the little 
boys out in his yard this morning 
when we made the arrest/* Page said. 
The two brothers were interviewed 
by Clermont police, who assisted the 
Mascotte officers in the arrest. 



Clermont Sgt. Mitchell Rogers said 
the children spent the night at the 
house with parents* permission. In- 
terviews with the brothers indicated 
tnat they were not molested, Rogers 
said, but Clermont police have not 
finished their part of the investiga- 
tion. 

Charges of sexual abuse on a child 
under the age of II are a capital of- 
fense; which could result in life in 
prison or a death sentence, Zutier 
said. The minimum sentence is 25 
years before parole is given, unless 
special plea agreements are made t he 
said. 

Page, who has several small chil- 



, sajc 



e incident ie:t mm upset 
a warning to other 



d: 

anc he issued 
parents. 

"Fd like to say when anybody 
wants to take your children on a 
camping trip, even if you have known 
this man for a long time please have a 
background check on him/ 1 Page 
said. 

"If a kid wants- to tell you some- 
thing or' you see a change in him. 
please contact your law-enforcement 
agencies and they will be glad to look 
into the matter confidentially," Page 
said. 

'Tve been in this business since 
1957 and I've found when they finally 
get caught, that they don't stay in one 
place too long/' Page said, speaking 
in general about adults who sexually 
abuse children. "They hunt new ter- 
ritory, new towns to go to and people 
just think it's the nice guy who moved 



in on the block who loves children/* 
But Bell, a television repairman, 
does not seem to fit this stereotype 
and long-time neighbors are shocked 
about the charges brought against 
him. According to Page, Bell is single 
and has no children. Neighbors in the 
quiet, middle-class neighborhood say 
he lives with his mother. 

One neighbor, who said Bell's 
mother has lived in the house for at 
least 10 years, described Bell as a 
"mce man." Her grandson. 18, had 
higher praises for Bell. He has been a 
member of Bell's Boy Scout troop for 
sir years. 

u He's one of the best leaders Tve 
ever seen/* the boy said. "He's put up 
with us through some times where 
some other person would have quit 
and threw in the towel. But he stuck 
with us through that." 

Bell oversees about nine boys who 
make up two patrols. Their ages 
range from II to IS years old. 

"When the rest of the guys heard 
about this, frankly they couldn't be- 
lieve it," the boy said "At first, they 
thought it was a joke. It was kind of a 
really big shock." 

After knowing someone for six 
years and going on trips, he'said if 
seems like he would have been able to 
detect a problem. But he said he had 
never seen Bell touch any of the other 
boys, even when he reprimanded 
them. 

"He'll yell when he's mad at us," 
the boy said. "He's not a physical 
person/* 



CONF017888 



No. 28-610D 
10M10S7 



^jjjjfv BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



REFER TO YOUR TRANSMITTAL REPORT NO. 

rn-CREDIT NOTICE □ DEBIT NOTICE 



COUNCIL 



No. ' Date JL. 



REGISTRATION SE.3VICE 



REGISTRATION u 



nit No. ^ 



term . 



months 



□ 



Unit charter fee of S20. Received S 

J ( prepaid) 



required S, 



Leaders 



(- 



Members (_ 
Members . 



. transfer) 

, transfer* @ S. 



,— Oil J 

u /ft 

each. Received s w required s <- 



each. Received -S_ 



required S_ 



Leaaers listed on transmittal form 



on application 



□ Transfers must pay S.50-each.- Expiration given __ 

G Not on transmittal report G Duplicate entry C No application received. 



We have . 



G Correction made per your letter/telephone call 



G No reply to our defective registration notice dated. 
G Returning 



JZ. Unaer Age u_ Over Age 



i OYS' LIFE Term 

ui-^aid for / subscriptions; listed . 
incorrect fees: 



months 



, subscriptions. Received S_j£_ 



£*4 



requirea S_ 



3 s 



subscriotions. □ Back issues are not available. 



□ Piease check attached copy. Pay cebit — Use credit or return with copy of the roster showing corrections needed. 



Please add or subtract the amount(s) indicated on your next transmittal in the proper coiumn(s) and return the original. 





Unit Charter Pee 
Tiger Cub 
Cub Scout 
Boy Scout 
Varsity Scout 


s 


Exoiorer 


S 






s 


Career Awareness Explorer 


S 




BILLING 


s 


Leaoer 


S 




s 


Sovs' Life 


S 






s 


Total 


S 
















Unit Charter r ee 
Tiger Cub 
' Cub Scout 
3oy Scout 
Varsity Scout 


s 


Explorer 


S 






s 


Career Awareness Exoiorer 


S 




CREDITING 


s 


Leader 


3 


^w* 


c 


> Soys' Life 


S 






s 


Total 


S 


2 — 
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Thursday, Octooer 13, 1988 





An Edition of The Orlando Sentinel 



£) i&SS Senttn« Cat^urucaitons Company 



Leader's 
past was 
questioned 

Woman sought probe 
by Boy Scout officials 

By Karlayne Parker 

OF THE SENTINEL STAFF 

TAVARES — A Leesburg Boy 
Scout troop leader urged Scouting 
f ; 'ials three years ago to check 
background of Ron Bell, re- 
moved as a Scout ]eader following 
last week's arrest on six counts of 
sexual battery on a boy under age 
11. 



. Tim Bugg, the 3oy Scout Held 
director in charge of Lake Countv, 
said Donna Richey, a Scout parent 
and leader of a Leesburg troop, 
asked him to check Bell s back- 
round in 1985. 

"She came up to me after a 
training session in Eustis and said 
I should check to see if the HRS 
(state Department of Health and 
Rehabilitative Services) had a file 
on him." Bugg said. 

, "I remember calling the HRS 
and they told me everything is 
confidential and would not release 
any information/ 1 he said. "I 
shared this with Hon. We couldn't 
get anything definite. We didn't 
pursue it further." 

Richey recalls the situation dif- 
ferently. She said that, as a former 
HRS administrator of the Lake 
County Boys Ranch in Altoona. 
she would not have suggested" 
checking with HRS since she 
knew the- agency would not dis- 
close information because of prz- 
vacy laws. 



From 1 



who said he saw the Scout leader 
and another boy sleeping in the 
same sleeping bag on a camping 
trip. 

The youth involved was ques- 
tioned, but said nothing improper 
took place. No action was taken 
regarding that complaint. 
Bell, 44. is being held without 
. bail in the Lake Counry Jail after 
being charged with having sex 
with a boy under age 1 1 on several 
occasions during camping trips 
and at the Bell home in Clermont. 

The boy was not involved in 
Scout activities, say sources close 
to the investigation. He will be ar- 
raigned Oct. 26. 
Mascotte police Chief Don Page 
* said the department :s expanding 
its investigation of 3 ell, a televi- 
sion repairman and youth worker 
for 20 years. 

Beil was arrested at his Cler- 
mont home in the company of two 
elementary school-age children. 



"Page said. Evidence in the sexual 
battery case includes photos taken 
by Bell of nude boys on camping 
trips. One photo is of a boy's geni- 
tals, according to Page. 

Bell's mother, Marian, denies 
the allegations against her son. 
She said Bell is being accused of 
the crime because of his lifestyle. 
Bell is single, has never been mar- 
ried and lives with her. 

Mrs. Beil, 71, operated a foster 
home for seven years, until 1S84, 
when HRS did not renew her li- 
cense because of concerns over 
children other than those placed 
by the state living in the Beil 
home. 

She said her son for many years 
has heiped young children from J 
poor backrounds. Children often 
came to his television repair shops 
in Mascotte and Groveiand after 
school. 

,. Bell has been affiliated with the 
Boy Scouts off and on since 1972. 
He was suspended as Troop 3 
Scout leader Oct. 3, two days after .*. 
he was arrested. 

The troop was disbanded at its 
last meeting, Oct. 5, when the 
troop's sponsor, Magic Grow Prop- • 



"I told them they should start a 
procedure similar to HRS. where 
they fingerprint and check for 
criminal records/* said Richey, 
who also is former administrator 
for the 5th District Circuit Court 
Ad Litem program, which repre- 
sents children in court. 

The discussion with 3ugg took 
place about two years after Richey 
and a I3*-y ear-old" boy took a* com- 
plaint against the Scout leader to 
the State Attorney's Office, she 
said. Officials with the State Attor- 
ney's office say records dating to 
that period have been purged, in- 
dicating no action was taken. 

A separate sexual battery com- 
plaint was filed against Beil at the 
sheriffs office in 1323 by a Scout 

Please see 5 ELL. 4 



erties. also known as Hillary" & 
. Sons lnc. ? said it was dropping the 
group. 

Ed Tiemey, a former Scout as- 
sistant under Bell, said parents 
were surprised by Bell's arrest. 
"The kids are always in groups 
. and there are always two adults 
present," Tiemey said. "Ron has 
been known to take the boys on 
camping trips by himself. But I'm 
sure the boys would have come to 
me if anything happened." 

Tiemey has known 3 ell for 20 
years and worked with Bell at the 
; Boys Ranch in Groveiand, a Chris- 
tian boys camp that burned down 
in 1985. 

Tiemey said each year the troop 
; went on six parent-authorized 
Scout trips to Pine Island in 
Groveiand, a secluded wooded 
camping area. 

After the 1983 complaint, Tier- 
ney said, t4 I thought nothing of it. 
Ron brought sleeping bags for the 
boys and he never allowed them 
to sleep with him in his double- 
size sleeping bag again." 

The eight members of the de- 
funct troop will be placed in other 
Lake County troops, Carroll said. 
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An Edition of The Orlando Sentinel 
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Ex-scout 
eader in 
:ourt today 

Sell due to enter pfea 
n sexual battery case 

ly Karlayne Parker 

= TH= SEWTtrvei STAFF ' 



TAVARES — A former Boy 
^cout leader charged with six 
■cr-*s of sexual battery against a 
i * is scheduled to be ar- 
aife a today at the Lake County 
- Courthouse. 

Ronald E. Bell, 44, is being held 
vithout bail in the Lake County 
Jail after he was charged with sex- 
ual battery and arrested at his 
3Iermont home by Mascotte Po- 
lice. The arraignment is .sched- 
uled for 9 a^m. 

Bell will appear before a judge 
.vith his public defender to enter a 
plea of not guilty or guilty. 

Mascotte Police Chief Don Page 
said police have evidence that 
Bell had sex with a boy under the 
age of 11 on camping trips and at 
Bell's home, where he lives with 
his mother, Marian Bell. 

Page said the boy told police 
:hat Bell threatened him with vio- 
lence if he told anyone. The boy 
was not a Boy Scout. 

Mascotte police say evidence in- 
cludes snapshots of nude boys 
and giris taped to his dresser mir- 
ror and videos of nude children 
inserted into children's movies. 

Police said Bell, who had been 
arwe with the Scouts off and on 
s 1972, bad photo albums of 
cu i boys. 

"This is the worst thing to have 
let him go on like this for so 
long," said Page. "These are kids 
between seven and pre-teenage 
years." 



Bell does not have any prior ar- 
rests or convictions, police said 
Yet it is not the first time he has 
been accused of sexual battery. 

In 1983, sheriffs investigators 
questioned Bell about his behav- 
ior with a young boy, but no 
charges were filed in that case. 

That same year, in a separate 

Please see BELL, S 



ELL 

'From 1 



f case. a 13-year-oid boy and Donna Richey, a former 
J scout leader and state administrator for the Lake 
'County Boys Ranch, Altoona, filed a complaint 
^against Bell at the State Attorney's Office. 
V No action was taken. 

I Since his- arrest, friends and family have come to 
;3e!Ts defense, saying he is being wrongfully charged 
*vith a crime he could 'not. have committed. 

> Mrs. 3eil, 71. said her son is being falsely accused 
"because he is" single, has never been married and 
'Jives with her. 
£ Some parents agree. 



"I believe they have the wrong guy/ said Flora 
Test, grandmother of a scout in Bell's former troop. 
* Janice Swanson. mother of two scouts aged 14 and 
13 said, 'Td let the boys go camping with him now if 
he were let go. All the boys say he's never done any- 
thing as far as molesting kids go or anything out of 
line/' 

Janice Jeter, mother of a former scout, said, "I 
showed my son the stories in the newspaper and he 
said Ron had never done anything to him and he's 
never seen anything.". 

Milca Sancargas, the assistant district commis- 
sioner for the Central Florida Boys Scouts Council in 
Lake County and whose son was also a scout in 
Bell's troop, said she did receive complaints about 
Bell following his arrest and the news reports that 
went along with it. 

When Sancargas asked the parents if their chii- 




Murdered 
girl's mom 
*ues Duckett 



COMPILED FROM STAFF REPORTS 



TAVAP.ES — The mother of Te- 
resa McAbee. the 11-year-old Mas- 
coue girl who was raped and mur- 
dered in May 1987. has sued the 
former police officer sentenced to 
death for the crime, as well as the 
town for which he worked. Doro- 
thy McAbee on Tuesday filed a 
wrongful-death suit in Lake Cir- 
cuit Court against James Duckett 
and the town of Mascotte. The suit 
seeks damages in excess of S5.000. 
McAbee is suing on behalf of her- 
self; her estranged husband, 
Clyde, of Coicwater, Miss.; and 
the estate of Teresa McAbee. A 3 2- 
m ember jury found Duckett guilty 
of first-degree murder and sexual 
battery on May 10. Circuit Judge 
Jerry Lockett sentenced him to 
death for the murder and to life in 
prison with no chance of parole 
for 25 years for the sexual batten*. 

S LAKE HEARING 
NOT GUILTY PLEA. Former 
Scout leader Ronald Bell 
>*ded not guilty Wednesday to 
s:x counts of sexual battery 
against a minor. Public Defender 



Michael Graves entered the plea 
for Bell before Judge Jerry Lock- 
ett .A pretrial hearing was set for 
Dec. 5. Mascotte Police Chief Don 
Page said police have evidence 
that Bell had sex with a boy under 
age 11 on camping trips and at 
BeJFs home. The boy is not a 
Scout member. 

9 TEEN'S DEATH 

FATAL SHOOTING. A 15-year- 
old boy who attended a DeLand 

school for troubled students was 
found dead on a sandy footpath 
Wednesday with a gunshot wound 
in. the back of his head. Kendall 
Ward, a student at Euclid Educa- 
tional Center, a school for disrup- 
tive or disinterested students, was 
killed between 1:30 and 2 a.m., po- 
lice said. They said they have no 
motive or suspects. An autopsy 
Wednesday afternoon showed that 
Kendall died from a .25-caliber j 
bullet in the brain. i 

3 PEDESTRIAN KILLED 

CROSSING ROAD. A 67-year- 
old New York man was struck 
and killed Tuesday night as he 
tried to cross State Road 50. Ste- 
ven Szado was hit twice by cars 
just west of Alafaya Trail after he 
stumbled over the median into 
the westbound lanes of traffic 
about 10:30 p.m., a spokesman for 
the Florida Highway Patrol said. 
One of the cars that hit and 
dragged Szado left the scene, and 
troopers are seeking the driver of 
a iate-modei black Isuzu Impulse. 
The car may have damage to the 
front left side. The driver is a 
white man. about 30. years old 
with dark wavy hair. He is about 
5-feet, S-inches tall and weighs ; 
about 160 pounds. The other car 
was driven by Christopher Fas- 
nacht. 1836 Torrey Pines Court, 
Orlando. He was charged with fail- 
ing to earn 1 the proper insurance. 
Friends said Szado was visiting 
Criando for the wedding of a * 
friend's daughter. He had just | 
checked into a motel and was 
walking across S.R. 50 to a fast- 
food restaurant when he was 
struck. Anyone with information 
may call the patrol at 423-6-500. 
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